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1947    Born at Bad Honnef on Rhine. 

1967   Entry in the Order of Dominicans. 

1968 –  1974  Philosophical and theological studies at the Rhenanian Frederic-
William University at Bonn as well as at the Institute of Social Sciences of the 
Dominican College at Walberberg. 

1973 – Consecration as priest. 

1974 – 1978 Postgraduate studies of social ethics and national economy at Fribourg 
(Switzerland). There he becomes member of the Catholic students’           
corporation K.D.St.V. Teutonia within the CV. He is assistant lecturer at the 
‘International Institute of Social Science and Politics’ at the University of 
Fribourg. 

1978 Doctor’s degree at Fribourg on the subject ‘Trade Unions and the State. On 
the reform discussion of the German Association of Trade Unions’. Staff 
member of the ‘Institute of Social Sciences Walberberg’. 

1979 Editor of the weekly magazine ‘Rheinischer Merkur’ and staff member of the 
Institute of Social Sciences Walberberg. 

1982- 1985 Academic advisor at the Theological Faculty of the University of 
Augsbourg. Co-editor of the script-series ‘Ordo Socialis’ of the Association for 
the Promotion of  Christian Social Sciences e. V. (reg. ass.). 

1984 Inaugural dissertation in the province of Christian Social Teaching at 
Augsbourg, dealing with the subject: ‘Faith made politically-minded? On the 
strained relations between Catholic Social Teaching and political theology’. 

 

 



Since 1985 Ordinary professor for Christian Social Science including the teaching 
areas political ethics and theology, Catholic social teaching and social ethics, 
business ethics as well as family, media and community, at the Theological 
Faculty of the Treves University. 

March 19 to April 11, 1990 delegate of the Holy See with the KSZE-Conference of 
Economics at Bonn. 

He is clerical advisor to the ‘Association of Catholic Entrepreneurs’ (BKU). 

Since 1992 responsible editor and later on chief-editor of the socio-ethical magazine 
‘Die Neue Ordnung’ (The New Order) at Bonn and member of Council of the 
Academy of the German Handicraft at the water-castle Raesfeld (North-
Rhine-Westphalia). 

Since 1993 member of the ‘German Oecumenical Study Commission’ (DÖSTA) 

Since 1998 President of the ‘International Foundation Humanum’ at Lugano 

He is member of the Foundation Ludwig Erhard 

Since 2000 member of the Board of the Forum of German Catholics 

Cooperator in the emission ‘Christ in the World’ by the TV-channel EWTN. Here he 
gives responses to the questions by Margarete Ebele on the social 
responsibility of Christians of today. 

Father Ockenfels is member of the ‘Convent Holy Cross’ of the Cologne Dominicans. 

 

 

   


